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Wort ſfer of the Faith that is in. us, when juſtly 
. ., Called for, is ſo indiſpenſable a due all oweto'the 
-' ” Glory of the Soveraign'G O D;,' that itisrank- 
._ ” ed among the Dutics of the firſt Command- 
ment, ſuch as Prayer is; - and therefore by Paul yoaked 
with/Faith'ir ſelf , as neceſſary ro ſalvation : 1th the heart 
nan believith unto righteouſneſs, and with the mouth confeſ* 
ſion is made unto ſalvation. OurLord Chriſt himſelf, when 
he was accuſed of his Do&trine, conſidered fimply asa mat- | 
ter of fat by preaching, refuſed to anſwer ; becauſe, as. 
ſuch, jr lay upon evidence , and matter of. teſtimony of 
Others ; unto whom therefore he refers bimſelf: But when 
both the High Prieſt and Plate expoſtulare his Baith, and 
what he held himſelf tobe; he without any demur atall, 
cheerfully makes declaration, That he was the Son of GOD 3 
{oro the High Prieft : And that he wasa. King, and bory 
zo be a King ;, thus to Pilate; though upon the uttering 
of this ts lay at the ſtake: Which holy profeſſion of his 
1s celebrated for our example, I Tim. 6.13, [ts be 24 
- Confeſſions, when made by a company of profeſſors of Chri- 
ſhanity joyntly meeting to that end, the moſt genune 
and natural uſe of ſuch Confeſſions is, That under the ſame 
form- of words, they expreſs the ſubſtance of the' ſame 
common ſaluation,-or unity of their faith ; whereby ſpeak- 
ng the ſame things, they ſhew Yes perfeitly joyned ry 
3H the 
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Tree the ſame minde , 


and in Bus judgement, _ 

ſuch a tranſaQtion is tobe looked upon 
medium or means whereby to expreſs 
att JD; ant no Wayitobe nNade 
jon s Whatever7n$1of forge or 


And orderly 


01 voy A Coſy 
made im {implicity.ot neart ans, 
with CS themſelyes, ought-ro be entertained 
by all others that love the truth as it 6 in Feſws, with an an- 
ſverable rejeycing  For-if the nnanimous opinjons and 


+Sgn 


ſertionsburini ſome few points of Religion, and that when 


y. rwo- Churches, ramely,-that . of Ferruſalem, and the 
iter of -Antiach met, aſſiſted wb of the Apoſtles, 
were by: the Believers of thoſe times received with ſo much 
joy; (as'it is ſaid, They rejoyetd for the.conſolation), much more 
this is 'tobedone, when the:whole ſubſtance of Faith,'and 
forniv of -wholſome words-ſhall be declared by the Meſſengers 
of a multitude of Churches, though wanting thoſe advan- 
raves of :counſel:and 
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bo ery to tation'is then: more pee due x; when 
theſe ſhall (to choold) aiterand declare their Faith, 'in the 
ſame ſubſtance for matter, yea, words, for the moſt part 
that:orher Churches and Aﬀemblies, reputed the moſt Or- 


thodex, have done before them : For -upon ſuch-a-corre- . 


fpondenicy; all: miy ſee that actually accompliſhed; which 
he Arofte did by exhort unto, and pray for, in thoſe to 


' more eminent Churches of the Corin1bians and the m—_— 


authority ofthe 4poſties,. which that | 
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mouth, : And 


they were) might glorifie COD 'withone minde anll with one- 
truly, kg of the Gentiles to 


- - Gndfoinchem for allche Chriſtiansofbis time) thar both Fow.rs, 
Few and: Gentile, thavig;: men of differetitipe ns.(as: 58,5 


the owning of the {ame Faith, inthe ſubſtance of ir, with: 


the Chriſtian Jew.(though differing in greater points then 
we do from our brethren)is preſently afterdignified by the 


\poſtte! with this ſtile, That it is the Confeſſion! of Feſas' 


Chriſt himſelf ; not as the 0bjef# onely, but-as the ' Author 
and Maker thereof: 7 will confeſs to thee ({aith Chriſt to 


God) among the Gentiles, So that in all ſuch accords,” 


ny is the great and firſt Confeſſor ; and we, and all our 
Faith uttered by us, are but the Epiſtles; (as Paul) atid:Con- 
feſſions(as.I[aiatr there their yu and ours;He,but expreſ- 
ſing what is written in his heart, 


mourhes,; to the glory-of "God the Father: And: ſhall. not we 


Vs 9 


through their-hearts-and' 


all rejoyce herein; whew:as Chriſt himſelf. isſajd*ro/do ir 


Mnthis occaſion *a5j®here alſo'follows., 7 will ſing unto 
thy Name. | ER 4 £4644 3 Call 
-. Further, as the _—_— and wholſommeſi of the matter 
oivesthe vigor — ro-ſuch Cp ſo the] inward 
freenef, wllingnef and readineſs of the ſpirits of the'Confeſ- 
ors do contribute the beauty and lovel:ineſi thereunto-: as it 


three met.do agree,jtrendersboth.to either the. more accepra- 
ble. The Sprrit of Chriſt is in himſelf too free,greatand ge- 
nerous a Sprit,” to ſuffer himſelf tobe uſed by any himane 
arm, to whip mea into belief; he drives nor, but gently leaa's 
into all truth, and perſmades mento dwellin the tents of like 


' in Prayer to God, ſo in Confeſſions made to men, If two or 


precio Faith ,, which wowld loſe of its precionſneſs and 


value, if thar ſparkle of freeneſs ſhone not init: The cha-' 
racter of his people, is ro be —_— people in the diy of bis 
, ' 


power, 


of that. firſt. Church , for'-all orher that 


hone nd a: 7 RORES is in himſelf "Og when, and how 
*Rag; and in whom to work ; ſo where and when he:doth 
_ work, hecariethic wich the ſame freedom, and'is ſaid to 
; hea: free Spiret, as be both is, and works in us: And where 
= _ Spyrix of #he Lord &, there js Liberty. 


ck” "dw, 25 to this Carfeſſ jon of ours, beſides, thats con- 
_ ſpicuous conjundtion ot the particulagg mentioned, hath ap- 
7 peared therein : , There are alſo four” remarkable Attendants 
, Fw thereon, | which added, 4night-perbaps, inthe eyes of: ſober 
and indifferent: ſpirits, give the whole of this Tranſaction 
2 room and rank amongſt.other my good and memorable 
things of this age; ar leaſt all ſer qty do caſt asclear 
agleam and drolarion of Gods Power and Preſence, as 
hathappeared in-any ſuch kinde 0 i Copfesfon, made: by ſo 
numerous a company theſe later ye 

' The firſt, is the Temper, (or diſtemper rather) of the 
times, which, theſe Churches have been gathering, 
and which they baverun OrOug, All do(out of a general 
ſenſe) complain that the times have been perillous, or dif- 


ficult times ; (as the Apoſle forerold) and; thar in reſpe& 
to danger from ſedxciug ſpirits, more perillous then the hot- 
teſt ſeaſons of Perſecution, We have ſailed h an 
Eſtuation, Fluxes and Refluxes of aug varieties of Spi- 
rits, Dodrines, Opinions and Occurrences, and eſpecially 
in the matter of Once, which have been Sonppened 
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men have taken' vichſtanding) what Au-. 
thority hath interpoſed: to the contrary) to vent and vend: 
their own vain and accurſed imaginations, contrary to-the 
great.and fixed-'Truths of the Goſpel, inſomuch, 'as-take 
the whole roundand circle -of ;delufions,:the} Devil-hath- | 
in this {mall-time, can, it will be found, that eyery truth; -of 
greater or leſſer weight, hath by one or other hand, ar one 
' time, of anothes, been queſtzoned and called to the Bar 
amoneſt Us, yea, and impleaded; under.the pretext: (which 


O% 


hath ſome Ges of Juſtice ja it), chat all; ſhould net- be 
bound upto the Traditions of former times, nor take Reli- . 
£10n upon truſt, , _ pol RL” Fs. 

Whence it hath come to paſs, that many of the found- 
eſt Profeſſors, were put upon a:new ſearch. and diſquiſition. 
of ſuch truths, as they had taken for granted, and yet had 
lived upon the comfort of : to the end they /might be able 
to convince others, and eſtabliſh their own hearts againſt - 
that darkne(s.and unbelief, thatis ready'to cloſe with error, 
or at leaſt to doubt of the truch, when error is ſpecioufly 
preſented, - And hereupon we do. profeſſedly account it 
one of the greateſt adyantages gained out of the temprtaci- 
ons of theſe times; yea the honor of. the Saints and: Mi-, 
niſters of theſe Nations, That after they had ſweetly been 
exerciſed in, and had improved. practical and. experimental . 
Truths, this ſhould be their further lot, to examine and 
diſcuſs, and indeed, anew to.-learn oyer every DotFrinal 
Truth, both out of the Scriptures, andalſo; with a freſh. 
taſte thereof in- their own hearts; which: 15.no other then , 
what the Apoſtle exhorts to, Try all things, hold faft that 
which is good, Converſion unto Godat ft, what'1s it _ ; 
| ; NEAR 


ELL 
= 
4 > of o 
N « "UE OS -, s.: Fi 
> es 2 q * 
Y £ 5 . $- 4 25-3 . 
-;- v5 ON * IO WS © ED ; « BW FS. 
FRED IY —_ "7 
— mate TOES IOW 8 LE Sb bas tn by - 
4 > . ” * Bat I "mY y bo 
; 4 
2 FI my 


.  thena(avoryand affttionatc applicaion',/ andthe: bringing 
hometo the eh perk ford life, all rdths thi 
are neceſſaryto ſalvation, together with'orher{eſſcr trurhs ? 
all which- we-had afore converſion” raken/in' but 'hotionally 
from commodi education and tradition,”” | 


Now that after'this firſt guſt thoſe who have bin thus con- 
; verted ſhould be' put upon a newprobation atid ſearch out of 
| This per. The Scriptures, not onely of all principles explicitely ingredj- 
ſwaſon ents to Converſion; (unto which the Apoſtle referreth the 
_— Galatians when they had diverted from them) bur of all 
rs þ a, Other ſuperſtruCtures as well as fundametitals; 'arid together 
calleth therewith, anew to experiment the power and4weerneſs of 
you.Gal, all theſe in their own ſouls: What is this but tryed Farth in- 
5.% deed? andequivalent toanew converſion unto the truth? 
An Anchor that 3s proved to be ſure and ſtedfaft, that will 
certainly hold in-all contrary-ſtorms : -This was the erftinenr 
ſeal and; commendation which thoſe holy Apoſtles thar li- 
ved and wrote laſt; Peter,Fohnand Fade; in their Epiſtles did 
ſerand give to the Chriſtians of the latter part of thoſe 
primitive times, And beſides, itis clear and evident oy all 
the other Epiſtles, from firſt to laſt, -that it coſt the Apo- 
ſtles as much, and far more care and pains to preſerve them 
they had converted, iy the truth, then they had taken to 
turn them thereuntoat firſt: Andit. is in it ſelf as great 
a work and inſtance of the power of God, that keeps, yea, 
guards us through faith unto ſalvation, | 


Secondly, let this be added, (or ſuperadded rather) te 
oive full weight and meaſure, even to.running over) thar 
we haveall along this ſeaſon, held forth (though quarrel- 
ed with for it by our brethren) this great principle of theſe 
times, That amongſt all Chriſtian States and Churches, _— 
6 oneht 
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ouzht ro be vouchſafed a forbearance and mutual indulgence 
unto: Saints of wat ae That keep: unto; and hila' faft 
the neceſſary fonndations 'of" f aith and: holineſs, in all other 
matters extrafundamental;whecher of Faith or Order, -/::- 
'This/to have been onr'conſtant- principle, we are: not 
aſhamed to confeſs to the whole Chriſtian world, 'W herein 
yet wedeſire we may beunderſtood, notas it inthe abſtrat# 
we ſtoot' indifferent co falſhood or: truth, or were careleſs - 
whether faith 'or-evror;! '19--any'Truchs bur fundamental, 
did-obtaihornor,: fowe had our” liberty7;in our petty: and 
ſmaller differences : oras if to make {ure of that, we had cut 
ont this wide Cloak for-1tz Nog we m_ thatthe whole; 
and every patcicle-of- that 'Faith delivered'to the Saints, 
(the fubſtanee'of which we have according to our/light here 
profeſſed) is,as to the propagation and furtherance of: it by 
all Goſpel-meant; as precious tous as ourlives, or what can 
be ſuppoſed dear tous; 'and-in-our ſphere we have endea- 
vored to promote them accordingly : But yer withall, we 
have and dv contend;'"(and if: we had-all the power wigch 
any, or allof otr brerhren of dj ng: opinions have deſired 
to have over us,” or others; 'we: ſhould freely 'grant1t-unto 
them-all) we have and do contendfor this, 'T hat in the con- 
crete, the perſons of all ſuch gracious Saints, they and their 
errors, as they are in: them; when they are-bur- ſuch. errors 
as do and miy ſtand with communion with Chrift,” though 
they ſhould not repent of them, 'as not being convinced of 
chem to the end of 'theit days; 'thatthoſe, with thar er- 
rors (that ate purely ſpiritual; and intrench and overthrow 
not civil ſocieties,) 4s concrete with their perſons, ſhould for 
Chriſts-fake be botn withall by all Chriſtians inthe world 
and they notwithſtaniding be/permitred to =_— all Ordi- 
narces and ſpiritual Priviledges according t0'the! light, as 
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.jnand unto Chriſt, and all the ho) 


— 


freely as any other' of. their brethren chat pretend ro-the 


ateſt Orthodoxity; 'as having es equal; and as fair a. right 
i A rhings of, Chriſt, that 
any other can c ge tothemſelves, oh 2123” 1r 
And this doth afford a:full and.inyincible teftimony.oft our 
behalf,in that whiles we have ſo earneſtly contended for this 
juſt liberty ofSaintsin all the ChurchesotChriſt ve our ſelves 
have had no need of it:that is as to the mattcy ofthe protefſion 
of Faithwhich we have maintained together withothersand 
of this, this ſubſequent-Confeſhon of Faith gives ſufficient 
evidence, $o:as we bave the confidence in Chriſt,to utter-in 
the words of thoſe two great Apoſtles, That we have food 
faſt inthe liberty wherewith:Chriſt bath made ws free(in.the be- 
half of others, rather then our {elyes)! arid having bein free, 
have not made uſe of out liberty for a cloak of error. or mnalici- 
0u[neffin-our ſelves: And yet;Joe,whereas fram thebeginning 
of the rearing of theſe Churches, that of: the Apoſtle ba th 
been (by ſome) prophecyed of-us; and applyed tous, That 
whyiles we. promiſed (unto-others)! liberty, we our ſelves would 
become ſervants of corruptiont; 4nd: be Henghn in bondage to 
all ſorts'of fancies and 'unaginarions ; yet the whole world 


- may-now ' ſee: after : the! ence of many years ran 


through (and it is manifeſt by this Confeſſion) that the 
great and gracious God bath riot —_—_—_ us in that com- 
mon unity: of the Faithand Knowledge of the Son of God, 
whichche whole Community: of Saints bave and ſhall in 
their generations cotne-unto,- but alſo:in the ſame Truths, 
both {mall and great, thar-are built thereupon, that any 
other: of: rhe beſt and morepure Reformed:Churches-in 
their beſt times (which were theit firſt. times) have.artived 
unto: This Confeflion withall-holding forth /a profeſſed op- 
poſition unto:the common errorsand hereſies of theſe _ 
: | Theſe 
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Theſe nwo conſiderations. have been taken" from the ſee- 
ſons we have gone | 


Thixdly,-let the ſpatt of time is ſelf , or days, wherein - 


from firſt to laſt the whole of this Confeſſion was framed 
and.conſeated to by the whole of us, be duly conſidered by 
ſoberand ingenuous ſpirits: the whole of days in which we 
had meetings abour it, (ſer afide the two Lords days, and 
the firſt. days meeting, in which we conſidered and debated 
what to pitch upon) were but eleven days, part of which 
alſo-was1pent by ſome of us in prayer, others in conſult- 
1ng ; and inthe endall agreeing, We mention this (mall 
.ccumſtance but to this end, (which ſtill adds unto the for- 
ner) Thar it gives demonſtration, not.of our freeneſs and 
. willingneſs onely, but of our readineſs and preparedneſs unto 
ſo great a work ; which otherwiſe, and in ocher; Aſlem- 
_blies,; hath ordinarily taken-up long and great debates, 4s 
in {uch a-vanety of matters of {uch concernment, may well 
be ſuppoſed to fall out, And this-is no other then what the 
Apoſtle Peter exhorts unto, Be ready always to give an anſwer 
to.ewgry man that asketh you a reaſon or account of the bape that 
#.inyus, The Apoltle Pauaith of the ſpiritual Truths of 
the Goſpel, That God hath prepared them: for thoſe that love 
him, Theinwardand innate conſtitution of rhe new creq- 
ture being in it ſelf ſuch as is ſated toall thoſe Truths. as 


congenial rhereunto: Bur although there be this mutual 
adaptneſs.between theſe two, yet ſuchis the mixture of 19- 
norance, darkneſs and .unbelief, carnal reaſon, preoccupa- 
tion of judgement, intereſt of parties, wantonnels in opint- 
on, proud adhering tg our own perſwaſions, and perverſe 
oppoſitions andaverſneſs.to agree with others, and a mul- 
titude of ſuch ke diſtempers common to believing may : All 
which are not.onely mixed with, but at times, ( © wane” fr 
| a uc 


I Pet.3, 


IJ» 
$ Cor, 2+ 
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Gal. 1.6. 


of Truths that are after godlineff, 3, 


ſuch times as have paſſed over our heads) are ready to over- 
cloud our judgements, and do cauſe our os to be double, 
and ſometimes prevail as well as lufts, and do byaſs our wills 
and affe&tions: And ſuch is their mixture, that although 
there may be exiſtent an habitual preparedneſs in mens ſpt- 
rits, yet not always a preſent readineſs to be found, ſpecial- 
ly not in ſuch a various multitude of men, to make a ſolemn 
and deliberate prefefſfion of all truchs, it being as great a 
work tofindethe ſpirirs of thejuſt(perhaps the beſt)ofSaints, 
ready for every truth, as to be prepared to every good work, 

It is therefore to be looked atasa great and ſpecial work 
of the holy Ghoſt, that ſo numeronsa company of Mini- 
fters, and other principal brethren, ſhould ſo readily, ſpeedt- 
ly and joyntly give ry themſelves unto ſuch a whole Body 


This argues they had nor their faith'to ſeek; bur, as is 


ſaid of Ezra, that they were ready Scribes, and (as Chriſt) 


inſtrutted unto the kingdom of heaven, being as the good 


_houſholders of ſo many families of Chriſt, bringing forth of 


their ſtore and treaſury New and 01d, It thews theſe truths 
had been familiar to them, and they acquainted with them, 
as with their daily food and proviſion, (as Chrifts alluſion 


there inſinuates) ina word, that ſo they had _ and 


that ſo their people had believed , as the Apoſtle ſpeaks up- 
on one like particular occaſion, And the Apoſtle Paxl.con- 
fiders (in caſes of this nature) the ſnddenneſs or length of the 
ime, either one way or the other ; whether it were in mens 
forſaking or learning of the truth, Thus the ſuddenneſs in 
the Galatians caſein leaving the trueh, he makes a wonder 
of it : I marvel that you are $0 $0 ON (that is, in ſoſhorr 
a time) removed from the true _ unto another, Again 
on the contrary, in the Hebrews he aggravates their back- 

wardneſs, 
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wardneſs, That when for the tie you ouzht to be Teachers, mb: 
you had need that one teach you the wery firſt principles of the "*«" 


Oracles of God, The Parable contrary to both theſe having 
fallen-out in this tranſation, may Jan ſome ingredient 
and weight with ingenuous ſpirits 1n its kinde, according to 
the proportion js put upon either of theſe foremention- 
ed in their adverſe kinde, and obtain thelike ſpecial obſer- 
vation, ; 

This accord of ours hath fallen out withour having hcld 
any correſpondency together , or prepared conſultation by 
which we might come to be adviſed of one anothersmindes, 
Wealledge ngt this as a matter of commendation in us; no, 
' we acknowledge it to have been a great negle&t: And ac- 
cordingly one of the firſ# propoſals for union amongſt us 
was, That there might bea conſtant correſpondence held 
among the Churches for counſel and mutual edification, 
ſo for time tocome to prevent the like omiſhon, 

. We confeſs that from the firſt, every, or at leaſt the ge- 
nerality of our Churches, have been in a maner like ſo ma- 
ny Ships (though holding forth the ſame general colours) 
lanche ſingly, and ſailing apart and alone in the vaſt Ocean 
of theſe tumultuating times, and they expoſed to every 
wind of Dodtine, under no other condu& then the Word 
and Spirit, and their particular Elders and principal Bre- 
thren, without Aſſociations among our ſelves, or {0 much 
as holding out common lights to others, whereby to knovy 
where we were, | : 

Buc yet whileſt we thus confeſs to our own ſhame this 
neglect, ker all acknowledge, that God hath ordered it for 

his high and-greater glory, in:that his ſingular care and 
' - Power ſhould have {0 —_ over each of theſe, as thar all 
fhould be: found to have ſteered their courſe by the ſame 

Sp 12 - _ Chart, 
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and that upon rhis general ſearch now made, thar the ſame 

holy and Hefſed Truths of all forts, whichare currant and 

warrantable amoneſt all the other Churches of Chriſt in 
the wortd, ſhould be found to be our Lading, 


The whale, andevery of theſe things when put toge- 
ther, do cauſe us (whatever men of prejudiced and-op 
ſite ſpirits may finde our to flight them) with a holy ad- 
miration, to fay, Thar this i no other then the Lords dorne ; 
and which wewirth thankſgiving do take from his hand as 
a ſpecial token upon us for good, and doth ſhew that God's 


faithful and upright towards thoſe that are planted in hi” 


houſe: And that as the Faith was but once for all, and in- 


- tefitionally fo delivered unto the Saints; fo the Saints, 


when'niot o {cattered, bot-gathered under their reſpe- 


"(tive Paſtors according to Gods heart into an' houſe ,- and 


Churches unto the {wing God, ſuch together are, as Pay! 
foreſpake ir, the moſt ſteady and firm prilar and ſeat 

Truth that God hath any where appointed to himfelf on 
earth, where his truth is beft conſerved; and publiquely 
held forth ; there being in fuch Aſſemblies weekly a rich 
dwelling of the Word them, that is, a daily open 
houſe Lieb the means of thoſe good Howſholders, their 
Teachers and other Inftruters reſpe&ively appropriated to 
them, whom Chrnift in the vertue of his 4ſ{cenfien, conti- 
nues to give 4s gifts to his people, himſelf dwelling among ( 
them. tothe end that by this, as the moſt ſure ſtand- 
ing permanent means, the Saints might be perfetted, 
till we all (even all the Saints in preſent and furure 
ages.) do come by this conſtant and daily Ordinance 
of his unte the unity of the Faith and Knowledge of the 


Son 
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7 PREFACE. 
fres e - enfeth man, 'wnto the meaſure of the katwre Eph,q, 
pos fulmſs ' Chriſt (which: though growigg on by parts 2 
and piecemeal, will yet appear compleat, when that great 
and tet Aſſembly "bal gathered, then when this 
world is ende _— theſe diſpenſations have had their 
fulneſs.and period ) and ſo = rom henceforth ({ych a'pro- 
viſion beirig/ made for us): we: be. wo more children tofſed 14. 
to and fro, and carried about with every wind; of Do. _ 3 
. (tripe. RE... af 
And finally, this doth give.s Gelb, and recent: de» 1 > M8 
monſtration, that-:the: great Apoſtle and High-prieft of - oun 
profeſſion 1s indeed 4 Sk into heaven, amd; contiaues 
there with power and care, faithful 4s 4 ſav over this awn vb. 3.6, 
houſe, whoſe hou m_ are we, if me hold faſt the confidence and 
the rejoycing of t 1m unto the end: and-{hews.that he 
will,- as he hath: _ ed, be with EN on. ED 
the end of the world, | 


It is true, that nay ſad a Givifions breach- 
G. ings ws from holy. Q Ri of- i ones 

Ong tis time of tentation,”: (cect inthe: 
of it) been found: in.” ſonie- of huches;- and/ ag 
wonder , if what hath been ſaid þe fully. conſidered: 
Many ' reaſons mighe further | be given. hereof , that 
would be a ſufficient Apology, without the help of 4 
retortion: upon! ' ocher :Churches (that. ,promiled '\themr. 
ſelves peace) how. that. more deſtroying xupaures ave 
befallen them, and thas. ina. wider ſphere ang [compaſs 3 
— it ſhould. not Linen Us, yer-mAy (erVE.e 
Rop ot others mouthek, ; t13i | 1109 35.01 1 24) 22062 
v'Liee-Rowe| ofabepaicoin, ted oled 
Cenagaint the Reforma: Chuhtsforahu 


v3! 4 © of 448. - C $ 
- Ka e WK 203 hx; 
1 MES &E ES FS, 4 2 ly Ps OT IRENE > Y , "yl 
Y oF —, RIg - : COD 2. 1 - 3 - bY IN © 5 wha 
a5 EF IS, > $65; ee ou, OM Aire WT on gs Oo oh AEAOR led <g . \ 
* hr T2 EOS Rp SST nd "> PID —_ «fs I > > Me IE WE v8 2 Ie - wy 
YES hs on 9 <A b:4 ES 0s D 4 VE Fs 
/ #Dz oy a + 7 


—A PREFACE. 


Heb,To, 
22s 


curred (eſpecially in the firft rearing of them) whileſt we 
all know the cauſes of cheir dull and ſtupid peace co have 
been. carnal intereſts, worldly correſpondencies ,, and 
coalitions ſtrengthened by gratifications of all ſorts of 
menby that Religion, the principles of blinde Devotion, 
Traditional Faith, Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny, by which: ſhe 
keeps her children in bondage to this day, We are alſo 
certain, that the very ſame prejudice that from hence they 
would caſt upon the Reformed (if they were juſt) do lye 
as fully againſt thoſe pure Churches raiſed up by the Apo- 
ſtles themſelves in thoſe firſt times: for: as we have heard 
of their patience, ſufferings, conſolations, and the tran- 
{cending gifts poured out, and graces ſhining in them , ſo 
we have heard complaints of their diviſions too, of the 
forſakings of 'their Aſſemblies, as the cuſtom or maner o 

SOME was (which later were in that reſpect felones de { 
and needed no other delivering up to Satan as their punith- 
ment, then' what they executed upon themſelves,) We 
read of the ſhipwrack alſo of Faith and a good Conſcience, 
and overthrowings of the faith of SOME ;. and {till but of 
fore not all, nor the oft : which is one piece of an Apo- 
losie the Apoſtle againand again inſerts to future ages, and 
through mercy we have the ſame to make, 

And truly we take the confidence profeſſedly to ſay, 
that/ theſe tentations common''to the pureſt Churches of 
Saints-ſeparated from the mixture of the world, though they 
grieve us (for who is offended; and we burn not 7) yet they do 
not at all ſtumble us, as to the truth of our way, hadthey 
been many more : We ſay it again, theſe: ſtumble us-no 
more (as to that point) then jr doth offend us againſt the 
poiyerof Religion ir ſelf, to haye ſeen; and to-ſee dail 
1n' Particular perſons called ont and ſepirated> from the agg 
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by aneffectual work of converſion, that they forawhiledy 


-ſuffer "under diſquietments, vexations, - turmoils, unſertle- 
ments of ſpirit, that they are toſſed with tempeſts and hox- 
rid tentations, ſuch as. they had not in their tormer eſtate, 
whilſt they walked according tothe —_— of this world: For 
Peter hath ſufficiently inſtruted us whole buſineſs it is to 
raiſe ſuch ſtorms, even the Dewr/'s, and alſo whoſe deſigne 
it is, that after they have ſuffered a while, thereby they ſhall 
be ſetled, perfetted, ſtabliſhed, that have ſo (uffered,even the | 
Gvd of all Grace, And look what courſe of diſpenſation God 
holds to Szints perſonally, he doth the like to Þodjes of 
| Saints.in Churches, and the Devil the ſame for his part 
too; And that conſolatory Maxim. of the Apoſtle, God 
Jhall tread down Satan nnder your feet ſhortly , which Pant ut- 
.tereth concerning the Church of Rome, ſhews how both 
God and Satan have this very hand therein ;; for he ſpeaks 
that very thing in reference unto thejr diviſions, as the co- 
herence clearly manifeſts ; ayd ſo you have both gdefigns 
expreſt at- once, | 
Yea,wearenot a little induced to think, that the diwi/tons, 
breaches, &c, of thoſe primitive Churches would not have 
been ſo frequent among the people themſelves, and not 
the Elders onely, had not the freedom, liberties and rights 
of the Members (the Brethren, we mean) been ſtated and 
- Exerciſed in thoſe Churches, the ſame which we maintain 
and contend for to-be jn ours, has; 
Yea (which perhaps may ſeem more ſtrange to many) 
had not thoſe Churches been conſtituted of Members in- 
lightned further then with notional and traditional know- 
ledge, by a new and more powerful light of the Holy Ghoft, 
* wherein they had. been made partakers of the holy Ghoft,. and 
the beaventy gift, and their hearts bad tafted the goed mow | 
4 Goa, 
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M © od; ini the Powers of the workdtocome, and of fuch Meni- 
- bers atloweft', therehadnorallen:ourchole kindes of di- 

| -viſions- ne them; 03-918 Yorl 38097 -2 01 Fo 
o | | For experience hath ſhewn, that the common ſort of 
5 | meer Dotyinal Profeſſors (fuck as the:moſt arenow a days) 
whoſe hicheſt elevarion'is but; freeduie: from moral ſcandal 
joyned with devotion to Chriſt through meer education, 
ſuch. as- in many Twrks is found towards Maborret, that 
-theſe finding and feeling themſelves not much concerned 
-in the -aF5ve part of Religion, ſo 'they .may have the 
| ; honor-Teſpecially upon. a Reformation'iof anew Refine- 
—_ }- " ment) that themſelves areapproved Members, admitted | 
3 to the Lords Supper, and their childven-to the Ordinance | 
| | of Baptiſm ; they regard wot other muatters ((as:Gallio did — 
not) 'but "de cafily and readily give /: up. themſelves 
unto their - Guides , being like :dead' fiſhes ::carried 
with the: common ftream ; whereas thoſe ithat have 'a 
furthg renewed light by a work of ' the holy Ghoſt, 
whether ſaving or temporary, are upon the quite contrary 
= - grounds apt -to be buſie about, and inquiſitive into, what 
| they are to-receiveand praftife, or -wherein:their con(cj- \ 
'Vy ences -are \profefſetly* concerned' and involved -: And r 
( + -thereupon' they take the freedom ito examine .and try { = 
- KA the ſpirits ,- whether of God or no :* And 4rom hence. ze Þ\ 
12 moreapr-ro-diſlatisfaſtion; and trom-thence /to 11n--1nto d 
S : ' diviſion, and many of ſuch proving tocbe-inlightned bur fe 
 Þ with av4poray, notiſaving Facth -(whothave fuch a Fork 7 
-Þ of the Spirit upon -them ; and profefſion in them, as {t 
| \ will and doth -approve -ic {elf tro-the judgement of Saints, in 
'F and oughr-to/be {o judged, until chey ;be (otherwiſe 
Wi diſcovered) who at long-run', prove hypocntes:£ P 
& * indulgence. unto luſts, and-chen- out-of their luſts perſiſt} 4/ 
by " . 6 t 0 D 
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roneonſneſs ini xharyidgements;;:' ayerfor--a ſealon-apt;! 4 
our of \conſcienct ?p,bedihaway with theerror of others; which | 2 
lje in wait to decerver! | = nf 41 L 
Inſomuch as the [Apoſtle upon the example of:thoſe 
firſt times. foreſecing. alſo the -hke events:in-tollowing: 
oenerations upon/:thechke: cauſes; harh been' bold to-ſer 
chis down as'a ruled Caſe, thatlikewiſe inother Churches 
ſo. conſtituted and” de fatto empriviledged as: that of -the 
Church of Corinth: was (which fingle Church, .in the {a> 
cred\ Records about" ir41 is. the:compleateſt; Matos -of 
Charch-Qoaſtiatjon,: Order. and Government, and events, 
thereupon enfving ,\'of any'one Church whatever that we 
have ftory of) 'his Maxim is, There muſt be alſo: diviſions: 
amongſt you;, he-ferly- inſerts an [| ALSO] in: the caſe, 2 
2Ss/thar which: hadbeerinbis.own :obſervation , «nd! 4har. -3 
which would be 7 72 may the fate of other Churches-hke = 
thereunto, ſo whe nar ape he: And he ſpeaks this as pe- 
remptorily” as. he doth-elſewherein- that other, We uſt 
through may tribulations enter into the Kingdom of; Heaven: 
Yea, -andthibwlbrhat will\live godly it Chriſt) Faſws, ſha 
ſuffsr per (eration 4 Flece1s:a- {MUST ] upon bothoalike, =» 
andiwe bleſs God; thatwe baverunthrough both; and; do 


= andiwe ſay -no more; [That xs-it was then, [0 it js now, 

in both reſpects, 05135 | $ 
- However, ſachhath. beenthe powerful hand'of /Gads C 
Providence in'thefe, which have been the worſt of 'our»THy-; 3 


als, That out of an approved experience and obſervation 
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which holy ifſue God (as having aimed atir therein) doth 
frequently and certainly _ about in Churches,as he doth 
brirzupon them-that other fate of diviſion, Let them there- 


firmed us, and ja lowder Apologie for us, then all that our: 
oppoſites are able from our breaches zozlleadge to preju- 

We will add a fery: words for conclufion, and give a: 
more particular account of this our DECLARATION... In. 
drawing wpthisCoafeſsion-of Faith,we havehadbtforeus the 
Article of Religion| approved and paſſed by berh Houſes 
of Parhament, after advice. had with 'an' Afſexably.of Dir: 
Vines, called together by themor- that purpoſe. To;which. 
Confeſſion, for the ſubſtance of it, we fully aſſent, as do. 
ole Brechiren. of -New-England , and the Churches 
alſo.of'iScortand; as: eachi in:their general Synods: have: 


xfſtified,. © 
; A. 
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hereof lace maintained by the ers, then jn former 
times; - and made otheriadditions and alterations 111 ethoa, 
herevand'thers;): and: ſome clearer explanations, as we 
foundaccafion,” 2 0914 1755 1590 HONOR £13 9722 

We: have ''endeavoted throughoutz: to hold tor fuck? 
Truths jn chis our Confeſſion, - as are more properly term- 
ed matters of Faith; and what is' of Church-order , we 
diſpofeincertain Propoſitions by ir {elf-''' T6: this courſe 
we':ate le by'ithe Example of the; Honorable\ Howſey' 
of Parliament, obſerving what was eſtablſhed;and whae- 
omitted by them in that Corfeſs:0n.'the Aflembly pre-' 
{ented to them, Who hong it not convenient to have 
Canfinh 4rd) fpecdly nlrpmricn thereon 
Confe{siop of” Faith, eſpecially ſuckparticulurs chereof, as 
ers were, uh {till are ns er and under diſpureby- 
men Orthodox and ſound in_ Faith," The'30# cap. there- 
fore of that Confeſſion, as it was preſented to them by 
the Aflembly, which is of Church-Cenſvres , their #ſe, 
Kindes, and in: whom placed: AS-alſo'capi:31;;08 Synoas 
and Councels, by whom tobe called; of what: force intheir © 
decrees and determinations, - And the 4* paraer. of the | 
20" cap, which. determines what opinions and practiſes 
arfturb the peace of the Church, and 'how ſuch diſturbers 
oughtto be proveeded againſt by the Cenſures of the Church, 
and puniſhed by che C:vil Magiſtrate,  Alfo'a great pare 
of the 24" cap. of Marriage and Divorce, Theſe were 
{uch doubrful affertions, and ſo unſutable ro a Confeſſion 
of Faith, as the Honorable Houſes in their: great Wiſ- 
dom thought fit to lay them aſide: There beingnothing 
that tends more to heighten diſlentings among — 
b 2 : then 
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So-that wo two. whale Chapcers pry on Para: | 


graphs. in. other .Chapters:in ,cheir Confeſſion, - that we 
nwenpendhisacgeunt ondictedg) dad; the rather :do- we 
give notice, becauſe that Copy of the; 
tollowed bids i $212. few; mhenss z/the other /as it 
came from the; bly, -bejng: approved of. in Scotland, 
was printed and-haſtened ntothe world before. the Par- 
liament bail declared/gheir Reſolutions ahour ir; whichwas 
nortilk Fade 2201648): and yerchath been,/! dnd -conti- 
nueth tobe the Copy, (ordinatily).onely ſold,, A 
reprinted for theſe g/awey years, 

After the ag" cap. of the Law ,, we have added a cap. 
of the Goſpeh,vity being\@.;Tixler that, magmotowell: be 
omyteed in; a:MGontefiign; of Faith}. Is:which 
whats dilpesſeds 'and} by:-intimanions Ih/the Adſem Fs 

Conteſſion pea ſome litrle addition, . is here broughe to- 
gether, and' more tay. under one head, | 
62) IN 1203 « TABS J- 3 10 Q 

;\Fhat there. got; Sctiſrares abncxed: as @ ſame Con 
foficins (tboagh indivers.others it's otherwiſe) we give the. 
{ame account. as did the Revercnd Aſſembly in the ſame 
caſe : which: was. this ; -The, Confeſsion- being lars , and 


ſo framed, azo aut! with the common'ertorsg.af the Scri-+ 


tures. ſhould uilea xtny.chearne (5. , and 
ok Lt wabeyty erik 7 npor lieth, it mm bee 
required a volune. 
.:We ſay further,” itbeing our utmoſt td in this (as it 
is indecd of. 2 Confe[860n) lambly; togive an account what 
we holdand:afſert in theſe matters; that others, eſpeci- 


ally the Churches:of Chriſt = judge of us accordingly. ; 


This 
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This we ainiedaty and not! ſo muck to.inftruct others; a 
convince gainſayets; '\\Theſe "are the  properizvorks' of 
other. inſtitutions of Chriſt, and are to- be done in the 
{trength of (expreſs Scriprure. 4 Confeſsion'is ks an Ordi- 
nancs'of anclbs natire, t03 

HS 4.0 #7 tt P 

What'we: have laid down andaffetred tour CHURCHES 
and their Government ,, we' hunbly conceive to be the 
Orter 'which Chriſt himſelf hach appointed 'to be ob- 
ſefved,2we” have endeavored-to Beripmire-light; 
and'thoſe alfs that went before #15 according tolthar ule, 
defirous'of' neareſt utiiformiry with” reforming Charches, 
as with our Brethren in New England , fo with others, 
that differ from them and us, 
The Models and'Platforms of -this je: hid How 
by learned men, 'and praQtifed by- Cluttehes, are various : 
We do not judee it brotherly, 6 ;gYateful; "to infiſt: upon 
compariſons as "ſome have done; bnt .this experience 
teacheth,, That the warzety, and poſſibly the di[putcs 
and emwlations ariſing ihg thence; have much ſtrengthened, 
if not fiked, this unhapy perſivaſi on int the mindes of 
fome learned and o00d men, namely, That there is no ſet- 
led Order laid down in Scriptsrc ; but it's left to the pru- 
dence of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, to compoſe or make 
clibice of fiich a Form as!s moſt ſutable and conſiftenc 
with chelr Civil Goyernment, Where this opinion is en- 
tertained in the ' perſwaſion'' of Goyernors., there ,, 
Churches aſſerting their Power and Order to be Jure di-- 
Vino, and the appointnient 'of Jeſus Chriſt, can have 
no berter nor more honorable entertainment ,* ' thet@'fo-" 
lerarion or Permiſſion. JL)" | 

Yer herein there 'is this remarkable airandlas to a 
yarvies 


es that diff ns ee many, Chrifts 
ace nc; in-chat-ſnch. Magiſtrates liavea fargreater 
ein conſcignce, to tolerate>and permit chef {eveal 
bs of each ſo bound up in their periwaſion, then they 
eo ſubmic unto what the Magilrege ase thall-impoſe: 
A adt ereupon the Magiſtrate exerciſing an indulgency 
- D , forbearance, with proteRion and. encontagomdin 4 
Te people of God, ſo differing from him, and amongſt 
henſeclves : Doth therein diſcharge as great a faithfulneſs 
dCirnſt,ar xlove to his people, as can any; way. be. | 


ſoever he is;7; Aand-- where this clemency from 
3OVernass is thewed ro any ſort of perſons or Churches of 
Chu arif upon ſuch a principle, it will in equity produce this 
uſt effect, :T hag all char ſo differ from him; and amongſt 
Mm E es, ſtandingin equal and alike difference from the 
=r of {uch..a.Magiſtrate,' he is equally free to 
gve alike liberty x0 Them, one as-well as the other, 


£ 34s :> 4 


+ This faithfulneſs jn our  Gqvernors we do with thank- 
fulnels ro God acknowledge, and to'their everlaſting ho- 
nor, which appeared much in the late Reformation.” The 
Hictarchie, Common-prayer-book, and all other things grie- 
vous.to Gods people, being removed, they made "choice 
of an Aſſembly of learned men, - toadviſe whrr Govern+. 
mentand Order is- meer to be eſtabliſhed, in, the room of. 
theſe things; and becauſe it was known there were diffe- 
TENT opinions (as always hath been among Godly men) a- 
- torms of Church-Goyernment, there was by the 
wee firſt ſeys forth to callan Aſſembly, not-onely a 
<hojce made of perſons of ſeveral perſivalions co fit as 


mb: 4 there, ' bur liberty given, ro a leſſer number, if 
diflenting, 
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Fry ering wo: o report.their' Judgerhemts and Rea | 
\ well and as freelyasthe mjorpare, © | Wt 
- Hereupon the Honorable ouſeof Commonidh _ Tn- E, 
dulgence we hope will never be forgotten) finding bypas- 
pers received .from* 'themg''thar the-: Members- of the: - -. 
Afembly' were not like to" compoſe ens Mo | 
mongſt themſelves; ſo as- to: joyn in the ſame Rule for 2 
; Church-Government, did Order further as —_ | -3 
| That a Committee of Lo2ds and C *6Y 
; D3 take into conſideration the Differences-..1 
©vtntons tn the Aﬀembly of Divines. in potnt 
Cyurch-Hovernment,. and to endeavo 07.6 ns nM 
be poMble.; and in caſe that cannot be de 
vo? the finding out ſome wap, þ how far tenver conſe. 
ences, who-cannot in all things ſubmit to the ſame 
Rule which thall- be eſtabliſhed, _ IN with'ac: 
(0Mmee - _ CUo2n, and as: may th thepub- 
% rs: 


By all which iis evident the Parliament purpoſed not 
co eſtabliſh. the Rule of Church-Government with ſuch: 
rigor, as might nor.permit and bear with a practiſe diffe 

rent from what they had eſtabliſhed : In perſons. and- ; 
Churches of different principles, if occaſion were,. . And 

this Chriſtianclemency and indulgence in our Goyernors,, 

hath been. the foundation. of that Freedom and Liderty,.. 

in the managing of Church-affairs, which our Breth ing 

as well SE, that differ from.chem, do noWw,. and ha 

many years enjoyed.. 


F- 


I * 


The Honorable Houſes by ſeveral Ordinances of Par- 
Jamens after much conſultation ,, ws ſertled my 
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thereunto by ſome, | 


HE © Ourteverend Brethren of the Province of London, ha- : 
E ving conſidered oof theſe Ofdinances/and the Church-Go- = | 
$  _ verament laid down in them,” declared their opinions to g 
be, That there is not a compleat rule in thoſe Ordinances, p 

Eo , alſo, that there are many neceſſary things not yet eſtabliſhed, J 
EE: : rang aps | ſome things wherein their conſciences are not;ſo fully ſa 
and Cau- Hsfied;': | Theſe Brethren in the! fame Paper; haveiphb-' 


=} tions © liſhedalſotheir joynt Reſolution to prattiſe in all things ar- 
2 from $i- coraine to the rulc of the Word, and according to theſe Qr- ; 


; OY EPI 
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_ dinances, ſo far as they conceive them correſpond toit,andin (0. 4 
1646, doing they truſt they” ſhall not grieve the (pirit,of the truly | 
godly, norgive any juſt. occaſion to them that 'are' contrary 
minded, to blame their proceedings, oo ON 
We humbly conceive(that WE being diffatisfied in theſe 
things as our Brethren) the like liberty was intended: by 
the honorable Houſes ;-and may betaken by us of the 
Conerezational way (without blameor grief to_the ſpirits 
of £'K e Brethren atleaſt) to reſolve, or rather. to conti- 
nue in the ſame reſolution and practiſe "in: theſe matters; 
which indeed were our practiſes 4n times of greateſt op- f 


poſition, and before this reformation was begun, | ; 
"Ad as Gur Brethren *he Miniſters of London, drew up 

E - an publiſhed their opinions and apprehenſions about 

E- AP2 : | Church- 
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A PREFACE. 


Church-Government intoan intire Syſtem ; ſo we' now 
givethe like publique account of our conſciences, and the * 


” 


rules by which we have conſtantly practiſed hitherto ; 


which we have here drawn up, and do preſent, Where- 


things from our Presbyterian Brethren, 


| by it will appear how much, or how little we differ in theſe. 


And we truſt there is no juſt cauſe why any man, et- 


ther for our differing from the preſent ſettlement, it be- 
ing out of conſcience, and not out of contempt, or our 
differences one from another , being not wilful, ſhould 
charge either of us with that odijous reproach of Schiſm, 
Andindeed, if not for our differing from the State-ſercle- 
ment, much leſs becauſe we differ from our Brethren, our 
differences being in ſome leſſer things, and circumſtances 
onely, as themſelves acknowledge, And let it be further 
conſidered, that we have not broken from them or their 
Order by theſe differences (but rather they from us) and in 
that reſpe& we leſs deſerve their cenſure ; our praQtiſe 
being no other then what it was in our breaking from 
Epiſcopacy, and long before Presbytery, or any ſuch form 
as now they are in, was taken up by them; and we will 
not ſay how probable it is that the yoke of Epiſcopacy had 
been upon our neck. to this day, it ſome ſuch way (as for- 
merly, and now is, and hath been termed Schiſmz) had not 
with much ſuffering bin then praQiſed8fincecontinned in, 
For Novelty, wherewith weare likewiſe both charged 
by the enemies of both, it is true, inreſpedt of the pub- 
lique and open profeſſion, either of Presbytery or Inde- 
pendency, this Nation hath been a ſtranger to each way, 
it's poſlible ever ſince it hath been Chriſtian ; though tor 
our-ſelves we areable to trace the footſteps of an Indepen- 
dent Congregational way.in the ancienteſt cuftoms 
2 C rhe 
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Paricaniſ. 


Ang.by Dr. 


Aims near 


5o years 


fince, as the 


opinions of 


—_ | 
Silbe, Fox, Weight-againſt Novelty for their way. 


DPearing, 


"the Churches, as alſo in the writings of our ſoundeft Pro- 


reſtant Djvines, and (that which we re much ſatisfied in) 
a full concurrence throughout in all the ſubſtantial parts of 
Church-Government , with our Reverend Brethren the 
old Puritan non-Conformiſts, who being inſtant in prayer 
and much {ufferings, prevailed with the Lord, and we rea 

with joy, what they {owed in tears, Our Brethren alſo. 
that are for Presbyterial ſubordinations,” profeſs what is of 


Greenhams Cartwright, Venner, Fulk, Whitaker, Rainold, Perkins, &c. . 


And now therefore ſeeing the Lord, in whoſe hand is 


the heart of Princes, hath pur into the hearts of our Go- 
vernors to tolerate and permit (as they have done many 


years) perſons of each perſwaſion, to enjoy their conſct- _ 


ences, though neither come up to the Ryle eſtabliſhed hy 
Authority : And that which is more, to-give us both pro- 
tection, and the ſame encouragement that the moſt de- 
voted Conformiſts in thoſe former ſuperſtitious times en- 
joyed, yea, and by a publique Law to eſtabliſh this Liberty 
for time to come; and yet turther,in the midſt of our fears, 
20 ſet over usa Priyce that owns thisEſtabliſhment,and cor- 
dially reſolves to ſecure our Churches in the enjoyment 
of theſe Liberties, if we abuſe them notto the diſturbance 
of the Civil Peace, 

. This. ſhould be a very great. engagement upon the 
hearts of all, chough of different per{waſions, to endea- 
vor our utmoſt, jeyntly to promove the honor and proſpe- 
rity af ſuch a Government and Governors by whatſoever 


means, which in our Callings as Miniſters of the Goſpel,. 


and as Churches of Jeſus Chriſt the Prince of. peace, we 


we any way able to; as alſo to be peaceably diſpoſed one- 
| towards. 
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towards another, and with mutual toleration to love as 
brethren, notwithſtanding ſuch differences, remembring, 
as it's very equal we ſhould, the differences that are be- 
tween Presbyterians and Independents, being differences 
between fellow-ſervants, and neither of them having au- 
thority given from God or man, to jmpole their opinions, 
one more then the other, That our Governors after fo 
ſolemn an eſtabl;ſhment, ſhould thus bear with us both, in 
our greater differences from their Rule, and after this, for 
any of us to take a fellcw-ſervant bythe throat, upon the ac- 

count of a leſſer reckoning, and nothing due to him: upon 

it: js to forget, at leaſt not ro exerciſe, that compaſhon 

and tenderneſs we have found, where we had leſs ground 

to challenge or expect it, 

Our Prayer unto God js, That whereto we have already 
attained, weall may walk by the ſame rule, and that wherein 
we are otherwiſe minded , God would reveal it 10 us in 
his due time, 


he! 
te 
+l 
+ oh; 
off 
nad} 
ﬆ } 
.. % 
4 
ag» 

: 

ba 


$8 SS & $5 &.4 
SORES ks ſold by Fob» Allen at the Sun Riſing hog. 
Feds - in Pavls Church-yard, viz. Ex 
© - Mr. Cr3/s fifth Volume on the Book of F:6, in quarto. 
Mr. Caryls ſeventh Volume on the Book of fc6, in quzrto. 
©  Bezae Novnm Teſtamentum, in folio. 
-. Mr. Alters Scripture Chronology, in quarto, 
- MF. Baxters Call to the Unconverted.. ji 
| Mr. Cotton on the Covenant, intended ſuddenly for rhe Preſs. 

Mr. L«kins Praftice of GodlincLs. | 

Mr. Barge/5 of Original ſin, 

Pare on the Revelatiy, in folio. 

Mr: Gataker againſt Judicial Aſtrology, wherein he proves ic 
to be the way and praQtice of Heathens, and ought not to-be ſo 
much as named by them that profeſs the Name of Chriſt. 
'Eſay 47. 12, 13. fer. 10. 2. 

The Hiſtory of the Evangelical Churches of the Valleys of 
Piemon! , containing a moſt exact Deſcription of the Place, 
and a faithful Account of the Doctrine, Life and Perſecutions 
of the ancient Inhabitants, together with a moſt naked and 
punual Relation of the late Bloody Maſſacre 1655.and a Nar- 
rative of all the following TranſaQtons to 1658. juſtift d part- 
ly by divers ancient Manuſcripts, written many hundred years 
before Calrin or Luther. By Samuel Morlond Elq; in folio. 

The humbled ſinner reſolved what he ſhould do to be ſaved : 
or Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the -onely way of Salvation, 
by Mr.Obadiah Sedgwick, in quarto. 

- The Riches of -—_ diſplayed in the offer and tender of Sal- 


- > ain 


vation to poor ſinners, by the ſame Author, in twelves. 
The Fountain opened, and the Water of Life flowing forth, 
for the refreſhing of thirſty ſinners, by the ſame Author,quarto. 
The Goſpels Glory, without prejudice to the Law, ſhining 
forth in the Glory of God the Father, Son and holy Ghoſt, 
for the ſalvation of ſinners, by Mr. Richard Byfie/d, in oRtavo. 
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DALSDaAEA]E.Lthough the Light of TER and the 
NA FJ= = Works of Creation and- Providence, 
D  doſofar manifeſt the Goodneſs, WiC. 
> FE & dom and Power of God, as toleave 
© men unexcuſable; yet are they not ſut- 
J ficient to giye that knowledge of i 
SES S$8e<dD and of his Will, which: 3 is geceſ- 
Try unto Eboatitg Therefore it pleaſed the Lord at, fun- 
dry times , and in divers manets to reveal himſelf, and to 
declare that his Will = his Church , 0 afcervards = 
thebetter preſerving opagating of the truth, an 
for the Ne ave eſta] a: and bet of the Church 


a6ainſt the corruption of the fleſh, and the malice of Satan 
B 


and 


p 


- 
Cera Oc 


—ndof the world, tocommir the fame wholly unto writing : 


which maketh the holy Seipture to be moſt neceſſary ; 
thoſe ſoriher ys of Gods revealing his WII taco bis pev- 
ple, being now ceaſed, - oY Any oe =—_ 

Under'the name of holy Scripture, or the Word of 
God written, arenow contained:all-rhe Books of the Old 
and New Teſtament ; which are theſe : 


Of the Old Teſtament. 


Geneſis, Exodus, Leyiticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Jo- 
ſhua, Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, 
2 Kings, I Chronicles, 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, 
Eſther, Job, Pſalms, Proverbs, Eccleſiaſtes, The Song 
of Songs, Ifaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Da- 
niel, Hoſea,. Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 


Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Hagga), Zechariah, 


Malachi, 
Of the New Tefament. 
Marthew, Mark, Luke, John, The Adsof the Apo- 


ftles, Pauls Epiſtle. to che Romans, - x Corinthians, 
z Corinthians, Galatians, Ephefians, Philippians,. Co- 
loffians, 1 Theffalonians, 2 Theſſalonians, 1 to Timo- 


thy, 2 to Timothy, To Ticus, To Philemon, The Epi- 
fletothe Hebrews, The Epiſtle of James,, The firſt 
and ſecond Epiſtles of Peter, Thie firſt, ſecond and third 
Epiſttes of John, The Epiſtle of Jude, The Revelation, 


All 
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"All which are given by the inſpiration of God to be the 
Rule of Faith and Life, 
A bans ©: 

* The Books commonly called Apocypha, not being of 
Divine inſpiration, are no part of the Canon of the Scri- 

we ;: and therefore are of noauthority inthe Church of 
Go , Nor tobe any otherwiſe approved or made uſe of, 
then other humane writings, 


| | IV. 


The Authority of the holy Scripture, for which it oughe 
to be believed and obeyed, d eth not upon the Te- 
ſRimony of any man or Church, bur wholly upon God 
(whois Truth 1t (elf), the Author .thereof ; and therefore 
It is to be received, becauſe it is the Word of God. 

V. 

We may be moved and induced by the mn of 
the Church , toan high and'reverent eſteemof the holy 
Scripture, And the heavenlineſs of che Macter, the effica- 
&F of the Dodrine, the majeſty of the Style, the conſent of 

the parts, the ſcope of the whole, (which is, to give all 
Slory to God.) the full diſcovery it makes of the. onely 
way of Mans Salvation, the many other incomparable: ex- 
cellencies, and the intire perfection thereof, are Arguments 
whereby it doth abundantly evidence it {elf to be the Word 
of God; Yet notwithſtanding; our full perſwaſton and 
aſſurance of the infallible Truth and Divine Authority: 
thereof, is from the. inward work of the holy Spirit; bear- 
1ng witneſs by and with the Word in our hearts,” * ' 
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The whole Counſel of God concerning all things neceſ- 
fary for his own Glory, mans Salvation, Faich and Life, is 
either -expreſly-fer down in Scripture, or by good* and ne- 
cefſary conſequence may be deduced from Sctiprure z/ unto 
which nothing at anytime is to be added, whether by new 
Revelations of the Spirit, or Traditions of men, Never- 
theleſs we acknowledge the inward illumination of the Spi- 
ritof God to be neceſſary for the ſaving underſtanding of 
ſuch things as are revealed in the Word: And that there 
are ſome circumſtances 'concerning the Worſhip of God 
and Government of the Church, common to humane a&i- 
ons and Societies, which are to be ordered bythe Light of 
Nature and Chriftian prudence, according to the general 

Aichoe always tobe obſerved. 

V41.' 

All things in Scripture are not alike plain in themfelyes, 
nor alike ctear untoall: yet thoſe things which are neceſſa- 
xy tobe known, believed and obſerved for {alvation, are ſo 
clearly propounded -and opened in ſome place of Scripture 
or other, that.not onely the learned, but theunlearned,; in 


adue uſe of the ordinary means, may attain unto a ſuffi- 
cient underſtanding of them, | $2: 
ag: | V IIL 10% Fodor 
The Old Teſtament in Hebrew (which was the Native 
Language of the People of God of old) and the New Te- 
ftamentin Greek (which at the time of writing of it -was 
moſt generally known to the Nations) being immediately 
inſpred by Go?, and by bis ſingular care and providence 
kept 
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kept pure in all Ages, are therefore Authenrical ; ſo as in 

all Controverſies of -Religion*e Church is finally to ap- | 
peal unto them, But becauſe-theſe Original Tongues are 
not known to-all the people of God, who have righc 
unto and intereſt in the Scriptures , and are commanded. 
in, the fear "of God to read and fearch them ; therefore 
they are-to be tranſlated/into the vulgar language: of every 
Nation unto which- they come, that the Word of God 
dwelling plentifully in all , they may worſhip him in an ac- 
ceptable maner , and through patience and comfort of the 

S@iptures-may have;bope. - ere; | 
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The infallible Rule of Interpretation of Scripture , is vB 
the Scripture it (elf; And therefore when there is a queſtt- if 
on about the true and full ſenſe of any Scripture { which1s- it : 
not manifold, but one) it muſt be fearched and known by '\Þ 


other places, that ſpeak more clearly. 


The Supzeme Judge by which all controverfies of Reli- 1 
210 are to» be determined., and all Decrees of Cauncels, | BE: - 
Opinions of ancient Writers, Dodtrines of men and: private 1 3 
SPIritS., are to be examined ,. and in whoſe Sentence we P we 
are toreſt , can be no other , but the holy. Scripture deh- | [ 
vered by. the Spirit; into which Scripture ſo.delivered-,. our #4 
Faith js finally reſolved, } - 3 4570 OA; 2 Wt 


ove hw 0 +4 
95212 4:106e \- CHAP; 


pe oe Eo "Y WE, Fog "huh $75 y PD Ae EA. RR vb y Py 
7 pe Rs TW ED LOS, L925 LI E's SR nnd ot Lb 880 22D 0 IS I Sy wv + es 
jp £2 x FE ASI I 2 nn be S SRL: Wh, £ & xd? Fed IPA. RES Le og £ £4 3 Ge J CR *% % 
$ «x OTF #3 xs a 3d Nv RS 3 - os Bret 0 $ : + A » ed bs 
SW BJ BE DR 0, A de I. Pte : Fay ; * + 3, dy Pa, ©," 
: 0 4 "4 
- p o 


—— 


according to the Counſel of his own immutable and'moſt 
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Of Gad and of the boly Trinity j % 


oe is- but. one onely:living and rae God; who's 
infinite jn-Being and'Perfectionz-:a moſt pure-Spirir, 
inviſible, withour body, parts ,” or-paſſions, immutable , 
immenſe, eternal, .incomprehenſible; almighty, moſt wiſe, 
moſt holy, moſt free, moſt abſolute, working all things 


righteous Will, for his own Glory, moſt loving, gracious, 
merciful, long-ſuffering, abundant in goodneſs and truth, 
forgiving iniquity, tranſgrefhion and ſin, the rewarder of 


them char diligently ſeek him, and withal, moſt juſt and 


tcrrible in his: Judgemenrs, hating all fin, and who will by 
no means clear the guilty, | 
| IL 

God hath all Life, Glory, Goodneſs, Bleſlednelſs,jn, and 
of himſelf ; 'and'is- alone, in; and ahto himfelf, -All-luf- 
75. roy 4 in'need of an mm yy hen he 
nat inade, nor derivin&any rom-them, onely 
manifeſting his own oo x ns and upon them : He 
1s thealone: Fountain-of all - Being, of whom, through 
whom ;"and towhom are alt thines; and hath niof} So- 
veraign dominion over them, to do by-them, forthem;'or 
upon them, whatſoever himſelf pleaſeth: In his fight all 
things are open and manifeſt, his Knowledge is infinite, 
infallible,and independent upon the Creature, {o as nothing 
s to him contingent or uncertain . He is moſt holy inall 
bis Counſels, in all his Works, and in all his Commands, 
To 
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To him is due from Angels and Men, and every other 
Creature , whatſoever Worſhip, Service or Obedience, as 


Creatures, they owe.unto. the Creator, and whatever he 
is further pleaſed toxequire of them, . 


Sans 00 opg 


In the Unity of the God-head there be three Perſons, 


of one Subſtance, Power, and Erxernity , God the Father ,. 
God the. Son , and God the holy Ghoſt : The Father is. 
of none, neither Dogoeeen, nor proceeding; The Son is- 
eternally begotten of the Father ; The holy Ghoſt eter-- 
nally proceeding from the Father and the Son, Which 
Doctrine of the Trinity is the foundation of all our Com- 
 munjon with God, and comfortable Dependence upon him.. 


CA 


CHAP, IIL 
Of Gods Eternal Decree. 


Sm from all eternity did by the moſt wiſe and ho-- 
_ VMly Counſel of hisown Will, freely and unchange- 
ably ordain whatſoever comes to paſs: Yeto, as thereby 
neither is God the Author of ſin, nor js violence offered. 
tothewill of the Creacures, nor is thehberty or contin- 
gency of ſecond Cauſes taken away, but rather eſtabliſhed. 
I&s 

Although God knows whatſoever may or can come tor 
paſs upon all fappyſcd Conditions, ' yet hath he not de- 
creed any thing, becauſe he foreſawir as future, of as thar- 
which would come to paſs upon ſuch Conditjons.. LAT 


| By the Dectee of *God for the' manifeſtation of his Glo-" 
ry, ſome Men and Angels arepredeſtinated-unto everlaſt-' 
2: ing Life, and others fore-ordained to everlaſting Death, 
|| Theſe Angels and Men thus nm nope , and fore- 
O 


E | . ordained, are particularly and unchangeably deſigned, and 
2M their number is ſo certain and definite, that 'it cannot be'© {þ 

F either increaſed or diminiſhed. TO MIO! 97 | 

| Thoſe of mankinde that are predeftinated unto Life, 

5 God, before the foundation of the world was laid, accord- - 
F ins to his eternal and immutable purpoſe, and the ſecret 
'T counſel and good pleaſure of his Will, hath choſen in 
=. -. Chriſt unto everlaſting Glory , out of .his meer free Grace 
E | and Love, without any fore-fight of Faith or good Works, 

"0 or perſeverance in either of them, or any other thing in the ; 
k Creature, as Conditions or, Cauſes moving him thereunto : 

> 8 and all to the praiſe of his glorious Grace, | is 

19 VI T6 

[9 _ As God hath appointed the Elect unto. Glory, fo hach 
i. he by the eteroal.and moſt free purpoſe. 'of' his Will fore- 

: 4 ordained all the means thereunto: Wherefore they who | ] 

: are elected, being taln in Adam, are redeemed by Chriſt, 

\. are effeually called unto Faith in Chnſt by his 'Spirir V 
MY work jn due ſeaſon, -are; juſtified, eoned: Faced. of 
3M and kept by his; —_ through Faith; unto f{alvation.. bl 

5 Neither are any other redeemed by Chriſt, or _—_ 

»Y w . called, 
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called, juſtified, adopred, ſanQiified and ſaved, bur the 
Ele& onely. | 


PLS; 74 


The reſt of mankinde God was pleaſed , according ts 
the nnſearchable Counſel of his own Will, whereby he ex- 
rendeth or withholdeth mercy , as he pleaſeth, for the 
glory of his ſoveraign power over his Creatures , to paſs 
by, and to ordain them to diſhonor and wrath for their fin 
to the praiſe of his glorious Juſtice, 


VIIL 


The Dodtrine of this high myſtery of- Predeſtination is 
to be handled with ſpecial prudence and care, that men at- 
tending the will of God revealed in his Word , and yield- 
ing obedience thereunto, may from the certainty of their 

ectual VYocation, be aſſured of their eternal Ele@ion, 
So ſhall this Doctrine afford matter of praiſe,reverence and 
admiration of God, and of humility, diligefice, and abun- 


dant conſolation to all thar ſincerely obey the Goſpel, 


®* 
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CHAP.» IV. : 
Of Creation, 


IK pleaſed God the Farther, Son atd holy Ghoſt , for 
Eche manifeſtation of the glory of his eternal Power, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs,jn the beginning to create or make 
of nothing the world, and all things therein, whether yiſt- 
ble or inviſible, in the ſpace of fix days,and all very good, 


Cos or es, IL Aﬀer 


II. 


After God had made all other creatures, he created 
Man, male and female , with reaſonable and immortal 
Souls, endued with knowledge, righteouſneſsand true ho- 
lineſs,after his own Image, having the Law of God wiit- 
ren, in their heart, and power to fulfil it ; and yet under a 
poſſibility of tranſgreſiing, bog left to the liberty of 
their own Will, which was {ubject unto change, Beſides 
this Law written in their hearts, they received a command 
not to eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of good and 
evil; which whales own kept, they were happy in their 
communion with God, and had dominion over the 


Creaturcs, | 
Of Prevvidence. 
| CHAP. V. 


Od the great Creator of all things , doth uphold, dj- 
re&, diſpoſe and govern all creatures, ations, and 

Things from the greateſt 'ewen to theleaſt by his moſt wiſe 

and holy Providence , according unto his infallible fore- 

knowledge, and the freeand immutable counſel of his own 

Will, to the praife of the glory of his Wiſdom, Power, 

Juſtice, Goodnels and Meicy, 

II, 


. 


* Afchough fnrelation to cd opiom;enp and deeree | 


of God. the firlt Caufe, all things come'to paſs immntably, 
and -infallibly , yer by the ſame Providence he _—_— 
them 
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chem to fall out, according to the nature of ſecond Cauſes, 
either neceſ{xcily, freely, or cohrtingently, 


+ + 


Godin his ordinary Providence maketh uſe of means, 
yet is free to work without, aboye, and againſt them 
at lus pleaſure, | i UE. 


IV. 


The almighty Power , unſearchable Wiſdom, and in- 
Ce Cent God, fe maniſſt verſes Jul 
Providence, in that his determinate Counſel extenderh ir 
ſelf even to the fitſt Fall, and all other fins of Angels 
and Men (and that not by a bare permiſſion) which alſo he 
moſt wiſely and powerfully. boundeth,and otherwiſe order- 
eth and governeth in a manifold ;Diſpenſation to his own 
moſt holy ends; . yer ſo, as the ſinfulneſs thereof proceed- 
eth onely from the Creature, and not from God, who be- 
ing moſt holy and nghceous, neither is, nor can be the au- 
thor or approver of f1n, | 

Vi 

The moſt wiſe, righteous and gracious; God doth often- 
times leavefor a ſeaſon his own children to manifold tem- 
ptations, and-the corruption of their own hearts , to cha- 
ſtiſe them for their former ſins, ,or to diſcover unto them 
the hidden' ſtrength of Orrupeg - and deceitfulnefs of 
their hearts, that they may be humbled; and to raiſe them 
toa more cloſe and conſtant dependence for their ſupport 
apon himſelf, and to make them more watchful againſt all 
future occaſions of fin, and for ſundry other juſt and holy 


ends. 
| C2 VI. As 
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As for thoſe wicked and ungodly men, whom God as 
a righteous Judge, for former fins, doth blinde and harden, 
from them he nor onely withholdeth. his grace, whereby 
they might have been inlightned'in their underſtandings, 
and wrought: upon in their hearts; but ſometimes alfo 
withdraweth the gifts which they had, and expoſeth them 
to ſuch objects, as their corruption makes occaſions of in , 
and withal gives them over to their own luſts, the tempta- 


tions of the world, and the power of Satan; whereby it 


comes to paſs that they harden themſelves , even under 
thoſe means which God uſerh for the ſoftning of others, 
VII. 


As the providence of God doth in general reach to all 
Creatures, ſo after a moſt ſpecial maner it taketh care of his 
Church, an4 diſpoſeth all things to the good thereof, 


CHAP. VL 


Of che fall of Mm, of Sin, aud of the 
Puniflment thereof. 


">; having made a Covenant of Works and Life, 
Jrhereupon; with our firſt Parents and all their poſterity 
in them,they being ſeduced by the ſubtilty and tempration 
of Satan, did wiltully tranſgre(s the Layy of their Creation, 
anJ break rhe Covenant in caring the forbidden fruit, 


I. By 
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By this fin they, and we in them, fell from original righ- 
teouſneſs and communion with God, and {o became Jad 
in. ſin, anJ4wholly defited in all che faculties and parts of 
ſoul and body, . | BE 


III, 


\They being the Root, and by Gods appointment ſtand- 
ing in the room and ſtead of all mankinde, the guilt of this. 
fin was imputed, and — nature conveyed to all their 
poſterity deſcending from them by ordinary generation, 


I'V. 


| From this Original corruption , whereby we are utterly 
indiſpoſed, diſabled and made oppoſite to all good, and 
wholly inclined to all evil » do proceed all Actual tranſ-- 
oreſlions, 


V. 


This Corruption of nature during this life, doth remain in: 
thoſe that are regenerated ; and although it be through 
Chriſt pardoned and mortified, yet both it {elf and all the 
motions thereof are truely and properly fin, 


| VE 
Every fin, both original and actual, being a tranſgrefion: 
of the righteous Law of God, and contrary thereunto, doth. 
in-its own.nature bring guilt upon the ſinner, whereby he 
is-bound over to the wrath of God, and curſe of the Law, 


and ſo made {ubje&t to death, with all miſeries ſpiricual, 
temporal and eternal, 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII 


Of Geds Covenant with Man. | 

JH diſtance between God and the Creatures fo greac, - 
that although reaſonable creatures do owe obedience 
unto him as their Creator , yet they could never have at- 
tained the reward of life, but by om voluntary condeſcen- 
ſion on Gods part, which he hath been pleaſed to expreſs 


by way of Covenant, 
II 


The firſt Covenant made with man, was a Covenant of 
Works, wherein life was promiſed to Adam, and in him te 


his poſterity, upon condition of perte& and perſonal obe- 


dience, 
III. 


Man by his fall having made himſelf uncapable of life 
by that Covenant, the Lord was pleaſed to make a ſecond, 
commonly called the Covenant of Grace;wherein he freely 
offereth unto ſinners life and ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 
requiring of them faith in him that they may be ſaved, and 

romiſing to give unto all thoſe that are ordained unto hfe, 
bs holy Spirie , to make them willing and able to believe, 


Iv. | 


This.Covenant of- Grace js frequently ſet forth in the 
Scnptureby the name of a Teſtament, 1n reference to the 
death of Jeſus Chriſt the Teſtator, and to the everlaſting 
Inheritance, with all things belonging to it, therein be- 
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CIT. - 


VV. 

Although this Covenant hath been differently and yari- 
ouſly adminiſtred in reſpect of Ordinances and Inſticucions 
in the time of the Law, and ſince the coming of Chriſt in 
the fleſh,” yet for the ſubſtance and efficacy of it, toall its 
ſpiritual and ſaving ends, it is one and the {ame upon the 
account of which various diſpenſations , it is called the Old 
and New Teſtament, | 


Y ES 


CHAP, VIII, 
Of Chrift the Mediator. 


$* pleaſed God in his eternal purpoſe, to chuſe and ordain 
the Lord Jefus his onely begotten Son, according to 2 
Covenant made between them both, to be the Mediator 
between God and Man; the Prophet, Prieſt, and King, 
the Head and Savior of his Church, the Heir of all things, 
and Judge of the World ; unto whom he did from all erer- 
Rity give a people to be his ſeed, and to be by him intime 
redeemed, called, juſtified, an&.fied, and glorified,” 


KL 


TheSonof God, the fecond Perſon in the Trinity, be- 
ing very and eternal GoJ, of one faubſtance, and equal with 
the Father, did, when the fulneſs of time was come, take 
upon. him Mans nature , with all the eſſential properties. 
and common infirmities thereof ,- yet without fin, being 
conceived by the power of the holy Ghoſt in che womb'of 
the Virgin Mary of her ſubſtance: So.that two whole — 

| te 
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fe and diſtin natures, the Godhead and the Manhogg, 
were inſeparably joyned together in one Perſon, withour 
converſion, compoſition, or confuſion; which Perſon is 
very God and. very Man, yet one Chriſt, the onely Medi- 
ator between God and Man, | ; 


EN ITT. 


"The Lord Jeſus in his Humane nature, thus\ united to 
the Divine in the Perſon of the Son, was ſanRified and 
anointed with the holy Spirit above meaſure, having in 
him all the treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, in whom 
it pleaſed the Father that all fulneſs ſhouK dwell, to the 
end that being holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and full of 
grace and truth, he might be throughly furniſhed to ex- 
ecute the Office of a Mediator and Surety; which Office 
he took not unto himſelf, but was thereunto called by his 
Father, who alſo put all Power and Judgement into his 
hand, and gave him Commandment to execute the ſame, 


LY. 


This Office the Lord Jeſus did moſt willingly undertake; 
which that he might c1ſct arge, he was mace under the 
Law, and did perfe&ly fulfil it, and underwent the puniſh- 
ment due to us;which we ſhould have born and ſuffered,be- 
ing mace fin and a curſe for us, enduring moſt grievous tor- 
ments jmmediately from God inhis ſou}, and moſt paintul 
ſufferings in his body,was crucified, and died, was buried,and 
remained-under the power of death, yet ſaw no corruption, 
on the third cay he aroſe from.the dead with the fame Bo- 
dy in which heſuffered, with which alſo he aſcended into 
Heaven,and there ſitterh at the right hand of his Father, 
making interceſſion, and ſhall return to judge Men and An- 

gels atthe end of the world, V. The 
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Although the work of Redemption was not acuall 
mroughtby Aer til after his Incarnation; yet the al 
efits thereof were communicated to. t 
Sgt in-all ages ſucceffively from the beginning of the 
world, in and by thoſe Promiſes, Typesand Sacrifices, 
wherein he was revealed and ſignified to be the Seed of the 
Woman, which ſhould bruiſe - the Serpents. head, and the 
Lamb ſlain from the beginnin 'S of the world, "FS FR 
day and ro day the ſame, and for ever, 
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| Mani in kis flats of Innocency had bonken and powerto 
will and todo that which __ ood and well pleafing to 
God ; but yet murably, ſo that he might fall from ir, 
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' Mah by his fall into ſtate of fin, hath wholly loſk all 
_—_ will coany ſpiritual good accompanying ſalvati- 
WS as a natural man being alrogether, averſe from that 
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" When God converts ſinner, and tranſlates him into 
the ſtate of grace, he ſreeth, bity from his. natural bondage: 
under fin, and by _ grace alone inables.bim freely. to ary 


and to do that which is ipiinaly good, ye yet To, a as that 
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' Lithoſe whom God hath predeftinared unto life, and- 
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CHAP. X11. 
Of Sanflification. 


[ey ng united to Chriſt, effectually- called and' 
: & regenerated, having a new/heatt anda new ſpirit crea- 
red in them, through 'the vertueof Chriſts death and re- 
 furreRion, areallo further ſanRified really/ tmd' perſonally 
through rhe ſame vettue, by his Word and Spirit dwel- 
ling in thera ; the dominjon of the whole body of fin is 
deſtroyed, and the ſeveral Juſts thereof are more and more 
weakned and mortified, and they more and more quick-- 
ned, andſtrengthnedinall ſaving graces, to the practice of 
all true holineſs, yyithourwhich no man ſhall ſee the Lord. 
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CHAP. "XIV. - 
Of ſarving, Faiths 


Tk grace of Faith, whereby the Ele are inabled toes 
eve ro;.che ſaving of thax ſouls,..is the work of the 
- Spirit of Chaiſt.im-cheir! bearts , and is- ordinarily wrought 
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By. this. Faich ; a Cinitiaadetievethao be true wharſo- 
ever is revealed in. the Word, for the Authority: of God 
himſelf ſpeaking therein,. and aQeth differently upon thar 
which each particular paſſage*thereof containerh, yield- 
ing obedience to this commands, / trembling ar che chirear- 
ninps, and embracing the promiſes of God 4ot: this life, and 


; that which is to come. | Bur.the principal ;a&s of ſai 
Chal 


Faith ate Aceprings: ixeceiying, 4nd: reſting: upon: 
alone, for j cation, Tan} tion, and eternal. hfe;'by 
vertue of thecovenant of Grace. 
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. Such js the proviſion which God: hath made'through 
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the word of God, finging 'of Pf 


upon ſpecial ſpecial occaſions, are-in their ſeveral times | 
to be uſed ina holy and religious maner. 
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Gi Od the ſupreme Lord: and King of all the world, 
hath ordained ga Magiſtrates to be under him, over 
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Although the Magiſtrate is bound to _— 2e, pro- 
mote, andprote& the profeſſors and profeffion-0 the Go- 


ſpel, and to manage and order civil adminiſtrations in a'due 
{ubſerviency to the intereſt of Chriſt in the world, and 
to that end to take care that men of corrupt mindesand 
converſations do not licentioufly publiſh and divulge 
Blaſphemies and Errors, in thejrown narure; ſubverting the 
faith, and inevitably deſtroying | the ſouls 'of them. that're- 
ceive them : Yet in ſuch differences' abour the Dodtines 
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Goſpel to abridge them of their iberty, 

Ic is the duty of peopleto pray for Magiſtrates, toh6- 
nor. their perſons , to pay them Ttibute and - ef be 
obey ther lawfut commands, and to be {ubjet tor their- 
Authority for conſcience fake, Infidelity, or difference in 
religion, doth not make veid the Magiſtrates juſt and le- 
oal Authority, nor free the people from their obedience to 
him: from which eccleſiaſti perſons are not exempted, 
much 1efs hath the-Pope any'power or Junſ{diftion oyer 
them inctheir dominjons,, - or over any of thei people, and 
leaſt of all rodeptive them of their Dominions or lives, if 


he ſhall judge chem to be Hereacks;ot upon any other | 144, 4008 
rence whatſoever © 


CHAP. 


(43) 


Of Marridge.” 


Maes tobebetween one man and one wornan : 
[A neither is it lawful for any man to have more then 
one wife, tior for any woman to have more then one huſ- 
bard at the ſame time, 
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Marriage-ought not to be within the degrees of conſan- 
guinity or affinity forbidden in the Word z nor can ſuch' 
inceſtuous Marriages ever be made lawful by any law of 
man. or conſent of parties, ſo as.thoſe perſons may. live 
together as man and wife, | RD Rn 
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-AllSaints are bound to maintainat; holy fellowſhip and 
.communior in the Worſhip of God;andin performing fuck 
other ſpiritual ſervices as tend to their mutual edification; 
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though eſpecially to be exerciſed by. thenr im the relations 
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as God offereth opportunity, is to be extended untoall thoſe. 
who in every; place call upon the Name of the Lord Jeſus; 
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GAcraments are holy Signs and Seals of the Covenant of 
Grace,immediately inſticated by Chrift,to repreſent him 
and his benefits, and to confirm our intereſt jn. hum, and ſo- 
lemnly to engage us to the ſervice of "God 'in Chriſt, ac- 
cording to his Word, . . Sits 


753 hbod BROTH; a 11 6 >, 
Theres it Po Gomimoge, ſpirieuil relation, or ſicra- 
merit} unjon. beryveen che fign and che rhing ſignified; 
whence it comes to paſs thar the names and effeRts of che 
ene are attributed to the other, NR 
The grace whach is exhibited in or by the Sacraments 
rightlyuſed, is not conferred by any power in my” 
ot 


PEP I I Ia 


(47) 
C by + 
HJ % 


:intention”'of him:that perk rom it . bur-upon-the 
work of the Spirit, 2nd the word of Infticurion, which con- 
rains together with a Precept authorizing the uſe thereof, 
a Pronuſe of benefit to worthy receives, 


j a. . X 
= a : "5 *7$ Ft , ; ; AS & MES; 
$3 & if] uf K.z &3 | | ## 4 51H IY, S287 Fete” 1 FF EF! 
. pe # f {' p F : 4 . 
«5 7+ FIT a 3 WEE Lad +: $3, T3 ;i4- 
CLITEFO ET FECL AOETIET OHNE 


: "#1 
T & EFIftEzEXL | 
;45 £ 24-4 


+> £ % a 
* av 
' 
fF.4:3Yx7? {4 2 
£7 4.8 $4 hf 


' There be onely two Sacraments ordained by / Chriſt our 


Lord in the Goſpel, that is to ſay, Baptiſm and the Lords 
Supper ; neither of which = be diſpenſed by any but by 
aMuniſter of the Word lawfully called-; 1 7 on 3 
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The Sacraments of the Old Teſtament, in regardof the 


_ things thereby ſignified and exhibited, were for 


bſtance the-lamewirch.thoſe of the New, :/ 
(Hes ag : - : L EN F-%% Brgy Þ 
To {144455 43 #497 3 , FB 33458 179 E053: £ 107 


- 


CHAP; XXIX. 
Of Baptiſm. 


DAptiſm is a Sacrament of the New Teſtament,ordainet 
LYby: Jeſus. Chriſt tobe; unto the gs ſior 
and ſeal ofthe Covenane of Grace;. of his ingraffing intos 
Chriſt, of regeneration, of remiſſion.of fins,;and of his gi- 
{op unco God through-Jeſus Chriſt rowalk innewnels 
of | ez. which. Ordinance is by Chriſts-own appointment. 


ko be continued in his Church until the end of the world... 


Theoutward Element t0. be uſed ia this Ordinance, is 
D Water 
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of che Father, and EEEEnTT 
Minberofthe Copelowly all, BSI FOIY 
Dipping of the perſon int9 the water is not neceſl; L 
mr Sai 
"Noe Jl thoſe! ci aan ad faieh's in int 


obedience —_ Chriſt, bur alſo-the Intants of one or both 
— parents are to be ba he, and thoſe onely, . 
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" Addench i it hy a oreat fines: conremin or tidglec' this 
Ordinance, yet grace and falvation are nor ſo inſeparably 
annexed unto it, as that no perſon can be regenerated or ſa- 
ved without it; of; AT aye — undoubredly 


regenerated, 
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»/The-efficacy' of iBaptiſm is not: tied-to that motizenf.of 
time wherein.it RIAETy yer notwithſtanding, by the 
right uſe of this Ordinance, the'grace promiſed is not onely 
offered ; bur:really exhibited and evaſerred by the-holy 
Chit ro fuck (which of age; ge ipfant) 'as-chat StACe be 
ongrchioggs, arobetlliy 19 he count of GOas" ow WI 
VI his appointed: Ne, - . II I 
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* Baptifin isdutioncecobe admitted tolahy perſon; © 
Wa CHAD. 
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CHAP. XXX; 


Of the Lords $ upper. 

I Lonk Jeſs in the night wherein he was dewayed; 
the Lon er; tobe obſerved in his Churches uncothe 
endaf thewortd, forthe pe remembrance, and ſhew- 
ing forth of the Snanfice of in hisdeath, the ſeat- 


ing of all benefits thereof untq true believers, their ſpiritu- 
al nomiſhment, and growth in him, their further ingage- 
Ment in and: toalt duries which they owe unto him, and to 
2 zhandand' pledge of their communion with him, and 
In this Sacrament Chriſt is not- offered up to his Facher, 
nor any real Sacrifice made art all forremiffion of fin of the 
quick or dead, but onely a memorial of that one offering up 
of himſelf by himſelf upo the Croſs once for all, and a ſp1- 
ritual Oblation of all poſtble: praife unto God for the ſame; 
| wie yen Sacrifice: of the Maſs. (as they call itYis 
maſt abominable, injurions to. Chniſts.own onely Sacrifice, 
the alone propitzation for all the {tns of the Ele, -/ 
Dot ni 5p 
- The Lord :Jefas hath in: this Ordinance appointed t is 
Miniſters to pray and bleſs the Elements of Bread. and 
Wine, and thereby to ſet them apart from a common to 
an holy uſe, and to take and break the Bread, to take the 


Cup, and (they-communicating alfo themſelves) to mu 
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both to'the Communicants, but to none who are not then 


Preſent in the Congregation, . 


I'V. 


Private Maſles,or receiving the Sacrament by a Prieſt,or 
any other alone; as likewiſe the denial of the Cup to the 
people,worſhiping rhe Elements,the lifting them up,or car- 
rying them-abour for adoration, and the reſerving them for 
any pretended religious uſe.,are all contrary to the natwe of 
- this Sacrament, and to the Inſtitution of Chriſt, 

\The outward Elements in this Sacrament duely:- ſer apart 
to the uſes ordained by Chriſt, have ſuch relation to Lies 
Crucified, as that truly, yet Sacramentally onely, they are' 
ſometimes called by the name ot the things they repreſent, 
ro wit, the Body and Blood'of Chriſt; albeit in ſubſtance 
and nature they-ſtill remain'truly and onely Bread and 
Wineas they were before. | TIE Hot 
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That Doctrine xwhich-maintainsa change of the / ſab- 
ſtance of Bread and-Wine into the ſubſtance:'of Chriſts Bo- 
dy and Blood(commontly called Tranfubſtantation)by con- 
{ecration ofa Prieſt,or by any other way;js repugnant not to. 
Scripture alone, bur even to common ſenſe and rea{on,over- 
throweth the nature of the Sacrament, and hath been, and 
isthe cauſe of: manutold Superſtitions, yea of groſs: 1Ido- 
lacries. | 3p 
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Werby-Receivers outwardly. partaking of therviſible- 
| | Elemeats 
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Elements in'this Sactament,do then alſo/inwatdly by Faith, 
really and indeed, yet not carnally and corporally, but ſpi- 
rieual , receiveand feed upon Chriſt crucified, and all be- 
nefirs of his death, | the Body and Blood of Chriſt being 
then not corporally or carnally in, with, or under the Bread 
or Wine , yet asreally, but {piritually preſent to the Faich 
of Believers in that Ordinance.as the Elements themſelves 
are to their outward ſenſes. Pg 53 
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All ignorant..and ungodly perſons;; as they are unfit ts 

enjoy communion with on rs they mcby of the 
Lords Table, and cannot without great fin againſt him, 
whileſt they remain ſuch,partake of theſe holy Myſteries, 
or be admitted thereunto; yea whoſoever ſhall receive un- 
worthuly.,, are gwlty.of the; Body and Blood of the Lord, 
- eating and drinking Judgement to themſelves, 


| CHAP. XX XI 
Of the Flate of Man after Death, and of _ 
the Reſurreflion of the Dead. - © 


07 0 £1977; 23 16415, Pb : = 
THe Bodies of men after death return to. duſt, and ſee 
A. corruption. but their ſouls (which neither die nor ſleep) 
having animmortal ſubſiſtence,immediately return to God 
- who gave them , - the. ſouls of the righteous being chen 
made perfect in holine(s,are received jntothe higheſt Hea- 
vens, where they behold the face of God in light and glo- 
ry, waiting for the full NO of their bodies : _ 
2 the 
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the ſouls of the wicked are a inro Hell , where they r6- 
main in torment and = darkneſs, reſerved tothe Judge» 
ment of the grearday : Beſides cheſerwo places for ſouls 
ſeparated/from their es, the TOI acknowledgerh 


None, 
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Atthe laſt day ſuch asare found alive ſhall not die, but 
be changed, and all the dead ſhall be raiſed up with the ſelf- 
ſame bodies, and none other, although with different qua- 
licies, which ſhall be united again © elr ſeine, 


III, 


The bodies of the unjuſt ſhall by the Power of Clif be 
raiſed rodiſhonor ; chet of the juſt by his Spirie uneo 
honor, and be coals to hisown: glorious: Body, 


CHAP. XXXII, 
Of the laft Judgement. 
Od hath appointed a day wherein he will judge the 


Worldin eye by Jeſus Chrift, ro whom all 
Power and Jud jrmjens is giyen of the Father; in which 


day not ' ofiely poſtate Ang onde he be 


likewiſe all <Araier any have lived upon earth, 
—_— the Tribunal of Chnft, togive ag acconnt' 

thts, words and deeds, and toreceive according owhbe 
toy ve done in the body, whether good or evil, | 
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 Theendof Gods oppotacing this day , is for the manj-- 
feſtation of the Glory of his Mercy in the eternal ſalvation. 
of the et, ane of his nr yok the cm the 
the righteous $0 Into everlaſting Life, and receive OE TE 
neſs of joy. an g wanwraning revel ia the pre- 
ſence of the Lord z;-buc the wicked who know not God, 
2ndcbey acre Golrl es Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall becaft iaro- 
eternal totments, arid be puniſhed with everlaſting deſttu- 
Qtion from the preſence of the Lord , and from theglory 
of his Power. 


BY 1 4 a og : OLIN 
As Chnft would haveusto' be certainlymperſivaded that: 
there ſhall bea Judgement, both to deter all men-from fio., 
and for The greater conſolation of the godly in ther adver- 
fity ; ſo will he have that day unknown to men, that they 
may ſhake off all carnat ſecurity, and be. ahvays waebful,, 
becauſe they know not at what hour the, Lord. will come,, 
and may be ever prepared to ſay , Come Lord Jeſus,. come: 


Books fold by _ Allenat the Sun Riſing 
in Paxls Church-yard, viz,- © | 
Mir, Cary ot fifth Volume on th Book” 'ofefob, in qurro 
Mr, Coſts ſeventh” Voluine on the Book'of ae 
quarto, - 
Beza Novum Ti eſtamentunm, in folio, _ | 
Mr, Allens Scripture Chronology, i in quarto, 
Dr, Pre on s Riches of Mercy, in quarto, 
 Buxtorfins's Texicon,the fort, i in large ottavo, 
' Mr. Baxter's Call to the Unconyered. 
- Mr; "Cotton on the Covenant, ifregded qtenty for the 
Preſs; 1,057 91 ang | 
. "Me; "Lubin s Priceof Godineſs,” 0 2 effi carer 
.-Mr; Burgeſs'6f Original fin," 77% 508 4 115596 
- \Pazexs-on the Revelation; i in foo; 5970" wt 
Mr, Gataker againſt Judicial Aftrology , , | wherein he' 
/proves it to be the w ay and practice of Heathens, and 
ought not to be ſo much as named by them that profeſs 
che Name of Chriſt, Eſay 47, 12,13. Fer, 10. 2, 
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"CHUR'CHES,.. 


AND THE 


ORDER. 


ee Appointed ti chem ' by 5 01 2 


JESUS CaRIST. 
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Y the appointment of the Father al Power for 
the Calling, Inſtitution, : Order or :Goveramenc 
of the Church, 'is heLo je C a and S9r 
"Ns maner in ps eſys Chnft,. as King, 
ant tedchiness ; 3: hg 3 > CIO ] £5 # Tf? 
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In the execution of this Power wherewith he is ſo en- 


truſted, che Lord:Jeſuscalleth,out okthe World unto com 


mugjion, with himſelf, thoſe that are given unto-him byybis. 


' Father, 'that they may walk before him in all che ways-of 


obedience, which he preſcnbeth roxhemin his Ward. 
HL Tholſe 
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- Societies or Avon ___ mutual 


{14 Ve | 
To each ef theſe Ehughes thawns theyed, accordins 
unto his mizide declated i in' hb , he bath given all 


that Power and CONS, 


needfull for 
Diſiplige,phich 


their s ogt 
he hat Merv: angnds and 
Rules , for the due Gy " exerting and executing of 


that Power. 


ends, thefear of that Power whic 
municate to his Saints or Subjedts in this wortd, ſorhiat as 
ſuch they receive it immediatdly from himſelf, 


2IE 
(Defterheepat cults Chinclies" ebviei) 1s-not inſtjruted 's 
by Chrft any hunch mote extentive: ot Carholique! en- -F 
eiſted with power {6i:the-adjniniftration-of his Ordinances, 
ot the execution of any-avichoriey-ivhis naine, | 
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nd: eof Chriſt, coplifisof Officasand Members? 


| V-IL- 5 vio 
| The Members of theſe Churches ire Saints by nag 
viſibly manifeſting and evidencing nandby ch 1- 
on and walking ) their obedience unto-rhar Call | 
- who being further known-to each other by their Ng? 
of the Faith wrought in chemby the power of God,declared 


by themſelves or otherwiſe mani! willingly: conſenc, 
r9 walk to ether a ro the t of Chriſt, 
giving up themſelves to the Lord, nd to one: Meh by 
thewlll of God in profeſſed wy the Ordinances of 
the OG , 
| X. 


The Officers appojared by Chit ks choſen and ſee 
apart by the Church ſo called, and gathered for the pecu- 
liar adminiſtration of Ordinances, - execution of Power 
or Duty which he intruſts them with, or calls them to, to 
becontinued to the end of the-world , are Paſtors, T each- 
ers, Ee Deacons, | 


Churches in thered Wb ITS for the Wor 
af God, are there y ville ad publique , an chr A 


bnich;is, ther hebecho. 
the common ſuffrage of the Church + fr 
nly fet.apertby Faſting and Prayer, with 


£ , "ſen chereunto 
and ſol 


7 I -4 AIST <A 
PO + 1d "$2" TORO PRINT S752; = 7 
D . +8.£5 2 : | "+ p#5514 HY 


\:-_* _ Althonghitbe incumbett 00 the Pitors and. Teachers 3 
- ef the Charchs to be inſtanc in Preaching the Word, by F 
y of C Othce,. yer fewer k of Proving the Wordis no. - Þ 

bur thar orhers alfo gifted - PF 
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that account, are:not 
co any other then ſuch we 
thered according to the Order 
| laced 40,25 Paſtprs Ob/Feachers;yer 
lect others living within'their Paroc 
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Church. Tap that bo love hon heb oe may be 
{ Redaees between all the Members thereof, 
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Whereas the Lord Jeſus Chriſt harh appointed and it- 
tins a; that thoſe who-walk not. 


riry.s ery) Recaro hu Na to exercileand- 
execite all thoſe Cenſures appointed by him in the way 
and Qrder en in the Crag 
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' The Ceofires ſoappointed by Chrig; ard Adurnios 
and Excommunication : and whereas ſome offences are or 
my be known qely to ſome, it/ isappointed by Chriſt, 
hn whom they are ſo-known, do'firſt admoniſh 
the er in private: in offences where any fin, 
_ all;or in cafe of non-amendmertr upon private = inp 

pes the A ee Ny ind to'the- © he whe ur 

is tobe due 
mate a be Nang, Clnte he che Che? 
me Minery of he Ede ofthe? {brag and if this 
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enſure pr not for his repentance, then he js to be caſt. 
out by Excommunicati niuh che conſent of the Sk 
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|uncathe Prledgesof the | © Þþ 
is chemſclyes to the Rule of i 


XXL - 
1 he may preſeiedby Chriſt incaſe ofoffeace | - 
-jurch-members pon; any offences. taken by them, > 4M 
arg r their Ja duty requited ac them in this mat- | 
oht. todiſturb any CharcBbonder, or abſenc, them- 
Im the: [neps vt ge Aﬀemblle the, 
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The Power of ' Cenſures being ſeared by Chriſt in a par- 3 
ticuar Ghurch, is to be exerciſed onely rowards particular Y 
Members of each Church reſpeRtively as ſuch; and there is. _ 
Fr eerkgor given 3g him unto any Synods or Eccleſiaſtical '.- 
nunkre, of by ther ppblic 
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count, no man being noxious to that Cenſuire, b | 
nes is x Meer of a particulas = 
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' Alchongh the Church is. a yy men, alenbing 
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Perſons that are opand? in Church-fell , onghenot. _ 
lightly or-wirhour juſt cauſe ro withdraw themſelves from. BY 
the communion of rhe Church whereunto they are ſojoyn-- 
ed: Nevertheleſs, where any perſon cannot continue in any* 
Church without his fin, either fot want of the Adminiſtr- ; 
tion.of any Ordinances inſtituted by Chriſt, orby bis be- 
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